EDD Panel TUesday 7 December 2010
Title of event:

Small and Medium Enterprises – Motor of Development

Combining approaches of European development agencies and development finance institutions for supporting economic development through a vibrant private sector  - a practitioner's perspective
Name of organisations Organizing the event:
Practitioners’ Network for European Development Cooperation

European Development Finance Institutions (EDFI)
partner organizations:
Development agencies & financing institutions:
Practitioners’ Network (i.e.: Austrian Development Agency (ADA), Agencia Española de Cooperación Internacional para el Desarrollo (AECID), Agence Française de Développement (AFD), Belgian Technical Cooperation (BTC-CTB), Czech Development Agency (CzDA), Department for International Development (DFID), EuropeAid Co-operation Office, Deutsche Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ), InWent, KfW-Entwicklungsbank, Lux-Development, SlovakAid.
EDFI (i.e. : BIO (BE), COFIDES (ES), CDC (UK), DEG (DE), Finnfund (FI), FMO (NL), IFU (DK), Norfund (NO), OeEB (AT), Proparco (FR), SBI-BMI (BE), SIFEM (CH), SIMEST (IT), SOFID (PT), Swedfund (SE))
CONTACT DETAILS:

LEGIEN Katja – Katja.Legien@dev-practitioners.eu; RIXEN Jan – jan.rixen@edfi.be
Objectives of event:

· Show how the private sector is key to the development dynamics

· Highlight the (financial) challenges and opportunities African SMEs face
· Explain how European development agencies and development finance institutions enable and support SMEs in Africa

· Illustrate the benefits of combining both approaches (financing, creating an enabling institutional and legal environment, economic infrastructures, providing direct support to enterprises, etc.), looking for leverage and driving effects

· Discuss common principles for DFIs and development agencies to work together to support SME growth in Africa 
· Provide evidence that social and financial returns are compatible

Name and FUNCTION of FORESEEN speakers:
· Jérôme BERTRAND-HARDY, Deputy Chief Investment Officer, PROPARCO
· Dr. Thomas DUVE, Director Africa, KfW Entwicklungsbank 
· Aziz Mebarek, Executive Director of Tuninvest 

· Grace Mueni Nyaa, Managing Director of Kyome Fresh Co.Ltd, Kenya
· Anthony SMITH, Director, Europe and Development Relations, DFID (chair of the Practitioners’ Network)
· Jan TEN-BLOEMENDAL, Head of Unit Quality of Operations for Business, Trade and Regional Integration, EuropeAid Co-operation Office, European Commission
· Moderator : Amobé Mévégué, Radio France Internationale 

Draft agenda and sequencing

A folder on the event will be distributed beforehand that contains the following information:

· Reference documents that form the basis for discussion (Dalberg Report on “The Growing Role of the Development Finance Institutions in International Development Policy”, 'Bilateral Donors Statement in support of Private Sector Partnerships for Development', recent articles on the topic)

· Presentation of the participating panelists
· Presentation of the Practitioners’ Network and the EDFIs
Small and Medium Enterprises – Motor of Development
Panel Discussion

	10:00-12:00
	

	5 min
	Introduction by the moderator

	5 min
	Short input by Mrs Mueni Nyaa on challenges and opportunities SMEs face in East Africa and how she successfully implemented her investment

	5 min
	Short input by Mr Mebarek on challenges and opportunities investing SMEs face in Africa; financing and and business environment aspects 

	5 min 
	Short input by Mr Smith on role and tools of bilateral donor agencies in enabling SMEs 

	5 min
	Short input by Mr Bertrand-Hardy on the main messages of the Dalberg-Report, practical examples, role and tools of the DFIs

	5 min
	Short input by Mr. Duve on the work of develolpment banks in SME promotion

	5 min
	Short input by Mr. Ten-Bloemendal: Importance of SMEs in development; role and tools of AIDCO

	35 min

	Discussion: 

a) Why is it important to facilitate access to finance for SMEs in Africa? Contribution of private companies to development (direct and indirect effects)

b) What do African SMEs need for growth?  Donors’ support to SMEs in response to these challenges
c) Access to finance and specificities of the EDFIs (average size of ticket and reactivity, etc.)
d) Complementarity of the respective approaches of European development agencies and FIs; links and synergies between them

e) Common principles for DFIs and development agencies for facilitating SME support 
f) How to facilitate access of local SMEs to local (commercial) finance?

g) How can financial, environmental and social returns be compatible? 



	40 min
	Questions and Answers with the audience

	5 min
	Round up and closing by the moderator


Logistics: 

· English / French and French / English translation (provided by the EDD organisers)

· Devices for PPT and video presentations (provided by the EDD organisers)

· Flyer on the Event to be distributed beforehand in the welcome pack remitted to all EDD participants', at the EDD Dazibao (large panel) and at the Practitioners’ stand

· 1 table where the Networks' leaflets will be available and where Network members can freely put brochures

Summary 
The panel discussion will show how SMEs are key to the development dynamics, and highlight the complementary roles and tools of bilateral donors, European agencies and DFIs in enabling SMEs and facilitating access of SMEs to finance, as well as the expectations towards a partnership between African SMEs and European partners. 
This will be enriched by the testimony of investors in Africa and practical examples from reference documents like the Dalberg Report on “The Growing Role of the Development Finance Institutions in International Development Policy”, the “Bilateral Donors’ Statement in Support of Private Sector Partnership in Development”, recent articles on the topic, etc. 

