EPAs for development technical workshop organised by AFD
Provisional agenda

Proposed date and venue: 24 October 2008 in Paris (AFD)

List of participants (non-exhaustive): European parliamentarians (Trade and Development Commissions: 10), experts from practitioners’ networks (Development agencies and banks DGDev and EuropeAid, KFW, DFID, GTZ, AFD Group, AECID, Czech cooperation: 10), ACP experts (ECOWAS, ESA, : 5) and EU experts, experts from multilateral organizations (UNIDO, ADB, UNECA), Think tanks (ECDPM, ICTSD, South Centre, CTA, ILEAP: 5), DGTPE, DGCID, representatives from the private sector and professional bodies: 50 people
Subject: Technical workshop on “EPA development programmes” in Africa
Context: Agenda to define EPA support programmes by ACP countries, RIPs currently being finalized, regional aid for trade packages to be prepared, EU communication on support for regional integration.
Expected outcomes of the workshop:

· To inform European parliamentarians on the development aspect of EPAs

· Consultation and exchanges between development agency practitioners on EPA development programmes

More specifically:

· To provide a forum for in-depth discussions on the framework for EPA support measures and programmes (matrixes) for regional integration and aid for trade with the aim of establishing  a common understanding and language;
· To take stock of how support measures are integrated into “regional packages” proposed by the Commission and how they are articulated with national levels (articulation with NIPs and bilateral programmes) and regional levels (RIPs and bilateral programmes) for the 10th EDF and the following EDFs;

· To discuss progress with ACP region representatives in terms of their conception and proposals on how to support EPAs and the participatory discussion process for these proposals at both national and regional levels;
· To discuss the technical and financial instruments mobilized and their national/regional coordination on the topics of investment and support for production;
· To discuss institutional support for regional integration (including regional trade policies);
PREPARATORY WORKSHOP OF THE PRACTITIONERS’ NETWORK DEVELOPMENT EXPERTS

Date: 23/10/2008
Venue: AFD

Schedule: Welcome coffee 2 p.m., 2.30 p.m. – 6 p.m. 
Participants: practitioners’ network experts (Development agencies and banks DGDev and EuropeAid, KFW, DFID, GTZ, AFD Group, AECID, Czech cooperation), DGCID + AFD + ECDPM experts Total: 25 people

Facilitator : ECDPM

Topics: 6 topics, each topic will be discussed in turn
· Institutional support for the public sector
· Compensation for loss of customs revenues as a result of  EPAs, fiscal reform (AFT 1 and 5)
1 moderator, 1 rapporteur, including GFI DGCID (M. Blanquart)
· Strengthening public services for the implementation of trade policies, support for high-quality infrastructure (standardization), support for the corporate environment and monitoring-evaluation of agreements; (AFT 1)
1 moderator, 1 rapporteur, including DGCID (B. Faivre)
· Support and upgrading for the private productive sector

· Strengthening sensitive sectors in parallel with the tariff dismantling process

· Support for sectors with high export potential, particularly on regional markets or for the development of new markets

This corresponds to activities which will:

· Strengthen the capacities of the environment which supports the private sector (intermediary groups), civil society, and improve and strengthen the quality and capacities of financial intermediation, (AFT 2);
1 moderator, 1 rapporteur, including AFD (G. Chauviere le Drian)
· Improve and strengthen regional infrastructure (AFT 3);
1 moderator, 1 rapporteur, including AFD (A. Bonnel ou K. Bernadac)
· Restructure and upgrade the existing production apparatus (including standardization), extend production bases and improve productivity, (AFT 4)
1 moderator, 1 rapporteur, including AFD (B. Esnouf / H. Gallepe)
Each rapporteur will prepare a brief presentation for the following day (5 - 10 mins)

Provisional agenda for 24/10/08:

8.30 a.m.: welcome and coffee
9 a.m.: Opening: AFD, European Parliament, ACP representative
9.15 a.m. – 12 p.m.: Framework for programmes:

Facilitator : ECDPM
: Roundtables (Presentations) + debates with the public 

9 a.m.-10.30 a.m.
· Thematic framework: brief presentation (ECDPM 10 mins) of EPA  development programmes:
Roundtable (DGDEV, 1 EU agency, ACP expert, 1 parliamentarian): brief presentations (5 mins each) + debates with the public (20 mins) on:
· Support for EPAs / aid for trade / regional integration (regional matrixes / RIPs and aid for trade programmes / regional packages / regional development programmes): review of common concepts and definitions;
· Financing targets: public adjustment costs (including loss of fiscal resources) and private adjustment costs (including investments in the general sense, implementation of agricultural programmes, including NEPAD programmes), support for regional integration including regional trade policies. Synthesis of ongoing research and studies.
10.30 a.m.-12 p.m.
· Intervention areas: brief presentation of outcomes from the previous day’s proceedings (6 x 5 mins)

Roundtable (DGDEV, 2 EU agencies, ACP expert): brief presentations (5 mins each) + debates with the public (20 mins) on:
· Support and upgrading programmes for the productive sector (strengthening the environment for trade development, regional infrastructure, productive capacity building)

· Support for macroeconomic adjustment and the implementation of trade policies

12 p.m.-2 p.m. lunch
2 p.m.–4 p.m.: Programmes, instruments and financing methods for EPA / AFT programmes:
Facilitator : ECDPM: Roundtables (Presentations) + debates with the public
· Progress report on proposals to support EPAs in the various regions: synthesis of ongoing research on ACP programmes, ownership and financing channels (national level, regional funds, regional banks etc – proposal: presentation of COMESA Fund and a national instrument)

Brief presentation (ECDPM 10 mins) on the processes

Roundtable (DGDEV, 1 EU agency, ACP expert, 1 ACP parliamentarian): brief presentations (5 mins each) + debates with the public (20 mins)

· Organising responses among donors: coordination methods (feasibility, implementation, monitoring) among donors, among ACP countries, among donors and ACP countries, experience of TF infrastructure, DFID experience
Roundtable (DGDEV, 2 EU agencies, ACP expert): brief presentations (5 mins each) + debates with the public (20 mins)

Coffee break
4.30 p.m. – 6 p.m.: wrap up debate and agenda

Brief presentation on issues (ECDPM 10 mins)

Roundtable (DGDEV, AFD, State Secretariat for Cooperation, EP, 1 parliamentarian, expert on West Africa): speeches (5 mins each) + debates with the public (30 mins)
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