DFID WELCOMES SLOVENIA
For two weeks in September DFID was happy to host (for one week each) two guest diplomats from the Government of Slovenia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The two representatives were Mr Matej Kramberger who works in the Ministry’s Division for International Development Cooperation and Humanitarian Assistance, and Ms Sasa Jurečko who works in the Ministry’s Department for Africa.

DFID (which is a member of the European Development Practitioners’ Network) was able to offer tailored mentoring for both Matej and Sasa on different aspects of DFID policies and programming. Matej was hosted by DFID’s Europe Department and, at his request, the department was able to offer Matej some comprehensive guidance on how DFID disburses and monitors contributions to the European Development Fund (EDF).
“The opportunity of getting a more thorough and first hand insight into the work and dynamics of a reputable donor institution such as DFID is a very useful experience, especially for states that have only recently established themselves as a donor country,” said Matej. “We see the exchange of practices and lessons learned between seemingly different donor countries as a valuable contribution to pushing forward important agendas such as aid effectiveness and the division of labour.”
For Sasa (who also spent a week beforehand in the UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office) DFID was able to offer a series of briefings on a wide range of topics and areas of interest including African countries and regions and African issues like humanitarian aid and water and sanitation, and development cooperation in general (including EDF; the European Investment Bank; Economic Partnership Agreements; and DFID approaches to Social Development and Governance).
Sasa found her experience in DFID interesting and useful. She said, “I have made many contacts with DFID staff, which is beneficial to my work at the Ministry and hopefully this will also translate in to collaboration in the field of development cooperation between Slovenia and the UK”.

The attachments were coordinated by Simon Williams of DFID’s Europe Department. Simon is the DFID contact point for the European Development Practitioners’ Network. When asked to comment he said: “We enjoyed hosting Matej and Sasa because it gave us (in DFID) a chance to learn more about the external assistance priorities and policies of Slovenia. We hope that this experience will pave the way for further exchanges of good practice on aid effectiveness with the Republic of Slovenia”.   

